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This is the first in a short series of articles in which 
Community Companion Peter McDowell reflects on 

LivingȱtheȱQuestionsȱ–ȱȱ
Whoȱisȱitȱthatȱyouȱseek?ȱ
ȱ
TheȱfaithȱjourneyȱthatȱIȱamȱonȱisȱaȱjourneyȱintoȱanȱ
experienceȱofȱexileȱstimulatedȱbyȱchangesȱinȱtheȱworldȱ
aroundȱmeȱandȱconsequentȱchangesȱwithinȱme.ȱȱThisȱisȱ
bothȱanȱenrichingȱandȱanȱunsettlingȱjourney.ȱȱIfȱyouȱhadȱ
spokenȱtoȱmeȱseveralȱyearsȱagoȱIȱwouldȱhaveȱsaidȱthatȱ
faithȱwasȱaboutȱprovidingȱanswersȱtoȱveryȱimportantȱ
questions:ȱaboutȱGod,ȱaboutȱhumanity,ȱaboutȱwhoȱChristȱ
is,ȱaboutȱhowȱweȱrelateȱtoȱGod,ȱetc.ȱȱIȱwouldȱhaveȱ
consideredȱaȱfaithȱthatȱdidȱnotȱprovideȱanswersȱtoȱbeȱ
woolly,ȱintellectuallyȱinadequateȱandȱwithoutȱdirection.ȱ
ȱ

Iȱhave,ȱhowever,ȱnowȱcomeȱtoȱaȱdifferentȱunderstandingȱ
ofȱquestionsȱandȱanswers.ȱȱTheȱproblemȱwithȱaȱfocusȱonȱ
answersȱisȱwithȱtheirȱfinality.ȱȱTheyȱgiveȱanȱimpressionȱofȱ
havingȱarrivedȱatȱtheȱanswer;ȱthatȱonceȱtheȱanswerȱhasȱ
beenȱfoundȱweȱnowȱpossessȱtheȱTruth.ȱȱThereȱdoesȱnotȱ
thenȱseemȱtoȱbeȱmuchȱroomȱforȱprogression,ȱnorȱanyȱ
desireȱforȱmovement.ȱȱNotȱonlyȱdoesȱthisȱnotȱsitȱwellȱinȱ
theȱcurrentȱculturalȱclimate,ȱbut,ȱmoreȱseriously,ȱitȱseemsȱ
toȱleaveȱnoȱroomȱforȱtheȱmysteryȱandȱincomprehensibleȱ
natureȱofȱGod.ȱ
ȱ
RowanȱWilliams’ȱstatement,ȱ‘Christȱindeedȱanswersȱourȱ
questions;ȱbutȱheȱalsoȱquestionsȱourȱanswers’ȱdescribesȱ
theȱparadoxȱthatȱIȱhaveȱcomeȱtoȱliveȱwith.ȱȱIȱamȱleftȱaskingȱ
ifȱitȱisȱpossibleȱtoȱhaveȱaȱfaithȱinȱwhichȱthereȱisȱroomȱforȱ

progressionȱandȱmovement,ȱbutȱisȱnotȱwoolly,ȱ
intellectuallyȱinadequateȱandȱwithoutȱdirection?ȱ
ȱ
AsȱaȱCompanionȱofȱtheȱNorthumbriaȱCommunityȱIȱhaveȱ
comeȱtoȱappreciateȱitsȱemphasisȱonȱ‘livingȱtheȱquestions’.ȱ
Theȱbestȱweȱcanȱdoȱisȱtoȱtalkȱaboutȱlivingȱtheȱquestionsȱatȱtheȱ
heartȱofȱourȱlifeȱasȱaȱresponseȱratherȱthanȱanȱanswer.ȱȱAnswersȱ
giveȱfinalityȱwhereasȱweȱwantȱtoȱconveyȱlifeȱstillȱbeingȱlived,ȱ
discoveriesȱyetȱtoȱbeȱmade,ȱexplorationȱandȱadventureȱbeingȱ
real.ȱ
(fromȱtheȱarticleȱ‘MullingȱOverȱtheȱQuestions’ȱbyȱTrevorȱ
Miller)ȱȱ

ȱ
TheȱquestionsȱthatȱtheȱNorthumbriaȱCommunityȱhasȱ
chosenȱtoȱliveȱbyȱare:ȱȱ
•ȱWhoȱisȱitȱthatȱyouȱseek?ȱ
•ȱHowȱthenȱshallȱweȱlive?ȱ
•ȱHowȱshallȱweȱsingȱtheȱLord’sȱsongȱinȱaȱstrangeȱland?ȱ
ȱ
Askingȱtheȱrightȱquestionsȱisȱanȱimportantȱskill.ȱȱForȱ
example,ȱaȱkeyȱelementȱinȱanyȱresearchȱprojectȱisȱtoȱframeȱ
theȱresearchȱquestions.ȱȱTheseȱquestionsȱprovideȱtheȱ
frameworkȱforȱtheȱresearch.ȱȱTheyȱsetȱtheȱdirectionȱforȱtheȱ
entireȱprojectȱand,ȱamidstȱtheȱvastȱamountȱofȱdataȱthatȱ
canȱbeȱaccumulated,ȱensureȱthatȱtheȱresearchersȱkeepȱ
focusedȱandȱareȱnotȱdistractedȱbyȱinterestingȱbutȱ
irrelevantȱinformation.ȱ
ȱ
Similarly,ȱIȱhaveȱfoundȱthatȱtheȱNorthumbriaȱ
Community’sȱquestionsȱcanȱbecomeȱtheȱbasisȱforȱaȱlifeȱofȱ
faithȱthatȱisȱnotȱwoolly,ȱintellectuallyȱinadequateȱorȱ

withoutȱdirection.ȱȱ
Onȱtheȱcontrary,ȱ
theyȱcanȱbecomeȱ
theȱbasisȱofȱaȱlifeȬ
longȱexplorationȱ
andȱdeepeningȱ
understanding,ȱinȱ
whichȱeachȱnewȱ
insightȱisȱneverȱ
theȱendȱofȱaȱ
process,ȱbutȱaȱ

milestoneȱonȱtheȱwayȱtoȱevenȱmoreȱunderstanding.ȱȱTheyȱ
alsoȱserveȱtoȱmaintainȱfocusȱandȱdirectionȱonȱtheȱjourney.ȱ

Welcome to the Summer edition of Caim!   
Caim never sets out to be a commentary on our times, 
but rather a celebration of all that God has given us in 
Community.  Nonetheless, as Roy Searle’s leading 
article reminds us, there has rarely been a time of 
such political ‘unrest’ and threat to our communities as 
we are living through just now.  We must listen for - 
and be - the voice of peace and compassion at such a 
time as this. 
Enjoy this issue of Caim! Jeff & Ingrid 



��

�

Whoȱisȱitȱthatȱyouȱseek?ȱ
Thisȱisȱaȱquestionȱthatȱdoesȱhaveȱanȱanswer.ȱȱWeȱareȱ
seekingȱGod,ȱthroughȱJesusȱChrist.ȱ
ȱ
Yetȱthisȱisȱanȱanswerȱthatȱimmediatelyȱraisesȱotherȱ
questions.ȱȱWhoȱisȱJesusȱChrist?ȱȱWhatȱisȱtheȱconnectionȱ
orȱrelationshipȱbetweenȱJesusȱandȱGod?ȱȱWhyȱJesusȱandȱ
notȱoneȱofȱtheȱmanyȱotherȱreligiousȱfiguresȱweȱcouldȱ
chooseȱfrom?ȱ
ȱ

AtȱthisȱpointȱIȱ
findȱLesslieȱ
Newbigin’sȱ
descriptionȱofȱ
‘Christȱasȱtheȱ
clue’ȱhelpful.ȱȱ
Heȱdescribesȱ
Christȱas,ȱ‘theȱ
clueȱtoȱhistory,ȱ
itsȱsourceȱandȱ
itsȱgoal’1ȱandȱ
afterȱhisȱfirstȱ
encounterȱwithȱ

Christ,ȱheȱwritesȱofȱtheȱcross:ȱ
Iȱwasȱsureȱthatȱnight,ȱinȱaȱwayȱIȱhadȱneverȱbeenȱbefore,ȱthatȱthisȱ
wasȱtheȱclueȱthatȱIȱmustȱfollowȱifȱIȱwereȱtoȱmakeȱanyȱkindȱofȱ
senseȱofȱtheȱworld.ȱȱFromȱthatȱmomentȱIȱwouldȱalwaysȱknowȱ
howȱtoȱtakeȱbearingsȱwhenȱIȱwasȱlost.ȱȱIȱwouldȱknowȱwhereȱtoȱ
beginȱagainȱwhenȱIȱhadȱcomeȱtoȱtheȱendȱofȱallȱmyȱownȱresourcesȱ
ofȱunderstandingȱorȱcourage.2ȱ
ȱ
Newbiginȱisȱproposingȱthatȱtheȱlife,ȱdeathȱandȱ
resurrectionȱofȱJesusȱcanȱbeȱtheȱfoundationȱofȱanȱentireȱ
worldview,ȱaȱwayȱofȱunderstandingȱtheȱworldȱand,ȱ
therefore,ȱhowȱtoȱliveȱappropriatelyȱwithinȱit.ȱ
ȱ
TheȱdecisionȱtoȱtakeȱChristȱasȱtheȱclueȱisȱanȱactȱofȱpersonalȱ
commitmentȱandȱinvolvesȱanȱelementȱofȱrisk.ȱȱItȱisȱsimilarȱ
toȱaȱdetectiveȱwhoȱinȱlightȱofȱtheȱevidenceȱmustȱselectȱaȱ
lineȱofȱinquiry.ȱȱInȱdoingȱsoȱsheȱmustȱcommitȱresourcesȱ
thatȱcannotȱthenȱbeȱassignedȱtoȱotherȱlinesȱofȱinquiry.ȱȱ
Thereȱmayȱbeȱvariousȱpossibleȱlinesȱofȱinquiry,ȱbutȱatȱ
someȱpointȱaȱdecisionȱmustȱbeȱmadeȱtoȱcommitȱtoȱone,ȱ
ratherȱthanȱtheȱothers.ȱȱTheȱdetectiveȱwillȱbeȱawareȱofȱtheȱ
otherȱpossibleȱinterpretationsȱandȱbeȱwillingȱtoȱpresentȱ
herȱreasonsȱforȱfollowingȱthisȱparticularȱlineȱofȱinquiry.ȱ
ȱ
TakingȱChristȱasȱtheȱclue,ȱorȱasȱtheȱfoundationȱofȱaȱ
worldview,ȱisȱanȱappropriateȱstanceȱforȱanȱexileȱseekingȱ
toȱliveȱfaithfully.ȱȱItȱisȱaȱstatementȱaboutȱ‘absoluteȱtruth’,ȱ
sinceȱifȱChristȱisȱindeedȱtheȱclueȱforȱunderstandingȱGod,ȱ
theȱworldȱandȱmyself,ȱthisȱmustȱbeȱtrueȱforȱallȱpeople.ȱȱYetȱ
statingȱitȱinȱthisȱwayȱrecognisesȱmyȱpersonalȱcommitmentȱ
andȱthatȱthereȱareȱotherȱ‘clues’ȱtoȱwhichȱotherȱpeopleȱareȱ
equallyȱcommittedȱinȱseekingȱtoȱunderstandȱandȱliveȱinȱ

theȱworld.ȱȱThus,ȱspaceȱisȱcreatedȱforȱaȱdialogueȱinȱwhichȱ
theȱgenuineȱtruthȱclaimsȱofȱeachȱotherȱareȱneitherȱ
disrespectedȱnorȱdiminished.ȱ
ȱ
AlthoughȱtakingȱChristȱasȱtheȱclueȱisȱhelpful,ȱitȱisȱ
obviouslyȱnotȱaȱfullyȱadequateȱdescriptionȱofȱwhatȱitȱisȱtoȱ
seekȱChrist.ȱȱTheȱmostȱobviousȱdifferenceȱisȱthatȱseekingȱ
Christȱisȱaȱpersonalȱrelationship.ȱȱAlthoughȱaȱdetectiveȱ
followingȱaȱlineȱofȱevidenceȱisȱcommittedȱtoȱthatȱline,ȱitȱisȱ
notȱtheȱsameȱcommitmentȱthatȱisȱinvolvedȱinȱaȱpersonalȱ
relationship.ȱȱAsȱsoonȱasȱtheȱbalanceȱofȱevidenceȱshiftsȱaȱ
detectiveȱwillȱmoveȱtoȱaȱnewȱlineȱofȱinquiry.ȱȱTheȱ
commitmentȱinvolvedȱinȱaȱpersonalȱrelationshipȱisȱmoreȱ
demanding,ȱparticularlyȱtheȱcommitmentȱofȱfaithȱasȱseenȱ
inȱscriptureȱandȱinȱtheȱhistoryȱofȱtheȱchurch.ȱȱThisȱisȱtheȱ
personalȱcommitmentȱthatȱcontinuesȱtoȱseekȱevenȱwhenȱ
theȱevidenceȱappearsȱtoȱbeȱlacking,ȱthroughȱtheȱ
experienceȱofȱtheȱlongȱdarkȱnightȱofȱtheȱsoul.ȱȱAsȱoneȱ
personȱofȱfaithȱfacingȱpersonalȱandȱnationalȱdisasterȱputȱ
it:ȱ
Thoughȱtheȱfigȱtreeȱdoesȱnotȱbudȱandȱthereȱareȱnoȱgrapesȱonȱtheȱ
vines,ȱthoughȱtheȱoliveȱcropȱfailsȱandȱtheȱfieldsȱproduceȱnoȱfood,ȱ
thoughȱthereȱareȱnoȱsheepȱinȱtheȱpenȱandȱnoȱcattleȱinȱtheȱstalls,ȱ
yetȱIȱwillȱrejoiceȱinȱtheȱLord,ȱIȱwillȱbeȱjoyfulȱinȱGodȱmyȱSaviour.ȱ
Habakkukȱ3:17Ȭ18ȱ
ȱ
(ArtworkȱbyȱMaryȱFleeson)ȱ

Askingȱ‘whoȱisȱitȱthatȱyouȱseek?’ȱ
hasȱledȱtoȱaffirmingȱChristȱasȱtheȱ
clueȱtoȱunderstandingȱtheȱworld.ȱȱ
Theȱnextȱtwoȱquestions,ȱ‘howȱ
thenȱshallȱweȱlive?’ȱandȱ‘howȱ
shallȱweȱsingȱtheȱLord’sȱsongȱinȱaȱ
strangeȱland?’,ȱlookȱatȱsomeȱofȱ
theȱpracticalȱimplicationsȱthatȱ
leadȱonȱfromȱthis.ȱȱ
ȱ
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